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President’s
Message

Shirish Thanawala, M.D, BCMS President

Members, Colleagues & Friends,

Best Wishes for Peace & Joy this Holiday
Season & A New Year of Health, Happiness &
Prosperity...

AT THE FOREFRONT

Highlights from the Comitia Minora Meeting
November 23, 2004 —

Jonathan Hoffman, BCMS Special Counsel, presented the
Stein Agreement, which represents $12,000, in Non Dues
Revenue for our society. Mr. Hoffman provided 3 examples
of agreements from the various medical societies, primarily
agreements that have been negotiated between NY County
Medical Society and established businesses. NY County is a
prime example of a thriving society. Their membership has
risen over the past few years, while other county societies
continue to struggle. We need to explore and duplicate
what works. Mr. Hoffman explained that non-dues revenue
is a vehicle that will enable us. It will enhance, not hurt our
society and we will not have to increase our annual dues. It
will also bring added benefits to our members. We will
proceed with caution. Jonathan Hoffman has offered to
research all prospective companies and draw up agreements
that will ensure no liability to our society.

Hoffman Einiger & Polland PLLC has created an informative
series of lectures and seminars for the medical professional
at various stages of his or her career. The On-Site
Learning Series consists of two distinct components: The
Young Physicians Program and The Practicing Physicians
Program. The Young Physicians Program is a series of
presentations directed at interns and residents and The
Practicing Physicians Program is a series of presentations
addressing issues that physicians encounter in their day to
day practice.  Offering a number of critical business and
legal presentations, the On-Site Learning Series will provide
attendees with information that will help them with both

professional and personal, legal and business issues. It will
also serve to promote the Bronx County Medical Society
directly to the physicians and demonstrate the value of
membership in the society. Our Comitia Members were in
full agreement of this new concept. Please call Jonathan
Hoffman if you would like to learn more about these
programs. Telephone: (212) 338-0700

Members were reminded that the CIGNA claims process
runs until February 18, 2005. If you are, or have been, a
physician or physician group who practiced in the United
States between August 4, 1990 and September 5, 2003, and
you have not filed a timely opt out notice, you are a
member of the Class in a settlement with CIGNA
Corporation in the class action lawsuit known as In re
Managed Care Litigation.

The components of the settlement include:

*  Prospective Relief-Changes in disclosure and
business practices (valued in excess of $400
million).

* Retrospective Relief (monetary payments)

e Enforcement

We believe that the main value of the Settlement
Agreement is the Prospective Relief, including the promises
CIGNA has made to change its business practices going
forward, the Settlement does provide a minimum of $70
million in damages to physician class members. The claim
forms and claiming instructions are available at
www.cignaphysiciansettlement.com. If you have any
questions, please call Donald Moy at MSSNY, [-5]6-488-
6100 ext. 320.

Empire Medicare Services Part B New York
Converting to Multi-Carrier System (MCS)

Several years ago CMS embarked on a plan to convert all of
the Medicare Part B Carriers to a single processing system.
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
awarded the contract to provide a single Medicare system
to Electronic Data Systems Corporation (EDS). The system
is called Multi-Carrier System, or MCS, and is currently used
to process over 50 percent of the Medicare Part B claims in
the United States. The cutover date for Empire Medicare
Services (EMS) Part B New York is scheduled for May 2,
2005.

MSSNY's existing position statements on the cost of living
adjustment (COLA) in relation to health plan fee
schedules was reviewed. Dr. Thanawala contacted MSSNY
in hopes of pressing forward with this resolution. Dr. Wyer
explained that this effort has fallen short and should be
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